
This PowerPoint reviews terminology dealing with fetal growth and development as well as pregnancy.

Natality refers to birth. Think about a nativity scene at Christmas time – scene of a birth. Mortality is related to death. We are mortals. We are all going to die. Morbidity refers to illness. When we say, “Yuck, that’s morbid” we could say “Yuck, that’s sick.”

So if you know your standard prefixes and suffixes, these terms should be no problem. Remember that neonatal is the first 28 days after birth. Peri- means “around”. So perinatal is a combination of the second half of pregnancy through the first 28 days after birth. The postneonatal period is the rest of the first year of life after the neonatal period. 

Infancy goes up to the age of one year. An embryo is up to 8 weeks after conception. After that, it’s a fetus. The periconceptional period means “around” the time of conception – 4 weeks before to 4 weeks after.

This slide refers to births at various stages of gestation. Also, miscarriage/spontaneous abortion is differentiated from a fetal death or still birth.

So that all public health people are on the same page when they are keeping natality statistics, a live birth has to be defined. Here’s the WHO’s definition. Basically it’s a live birth when the fetus is completely out of the uterus and shows any signs of life. 

The embryonic stage of fetal growth is when cell differentiation is taking place. All organs and body parts are completely formed by 60 days gestation. At this point, the embryo weighs only 6 grams or a fifth of an ounce. That would be about the size of the end of your little finger. 

The major growth takes place during the fetal stage.

Low birth weight is when a baby is born weighing less than 2500 grams or 5 pounds 8 ounces. The term is unrelated to gestational age

Very low birth weight is less than 1500 grams or 3 pounds 4 ounces. 

A baby is designated large-for-gestational-age when its weight is above the ninetieth percentile for gestational age. The term “macrosomic” is used when a baby weighs more than 4500 grams or 10 pounds.

When a baby is small-for-gestational-age, it has experienced intrauterine growth retardation. There are two classifications of SGA infants – disproportionate and proportionate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A disproportionate SGA infant was deprived in late gestation. Weight is the primary thing affected. The skeleton is okay, but the baby is not filled out well. It’s skinny for its length. 

A proportionate SGA infant was likely deprived throughout the gestation period. It’s small all over. 

Now for some pregnancy terminology. Parity is the number of liveborn children a woman has delivered.

Para, when followed by a number, describes the number of live births a woman has experienced – the number of children born alive.

A primiparous woman has had only one baby.

A multiparous woman has had more than one live birth.

A nulliparous woman has never given birth to a live infant.

The word “gravida” means “pregnant woman”. When followed by a number, gravida describes the number of times the woman has been pregnant.

A woman is a primigravida if this is her first time pregnant.

A multigravida is pregnant now and has been pregnant before this.

An abortion is the expulsion of a fetus before it can live on the outside. “Abortion” is used whether it is spontaneous (commonly called a miscarriage) or purposeful.


